OSSWA Annual Conference 2014
“FBAs Made Easy from Start to Finish: A Team Approach”
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Friday, February 28, 2014
Columbus, Ohio
Participants received materials for comprehensive Functional Behavior Assessments and Behavior Intervention Plans.
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Brenda Rinkes, MSW, LISW-S, conference presenter and School Social Worker of the Year Award Winner pictured with Nicole Stacey, LCSW, LISW-S, OSSWA President.
About Brenda:

              Brenda has a Bachelors and Masters Degrees in Social Work, is a Licensed Independent Social Worker and Supervisor in the State of Ohio and a Licensed School Social Worker with the Ohio Department of Education. She has worked 34 years as a School Social Worker, including 31 years in the Bellaire Local School District, she served as the Positive Behavior Support (PBS) Team Leader at Bellaire Elementary during the period of time the school improved from Academic Emergency to Academic Excellence. Brenda’s efforts in this process included: Facilitating professional development activities with building staff, wrote the script, filmed and edited Positive Behavior Support videos, created and facilitated a Parent Workbook and developed and facilitated social skills groups. Brenda is currently employed as an instructor and field coordinator for the Social Work Program at West Liberty University West Liberty, West Virginia and as a consultant with the Bellaire Local School District and the Belmont County Department of Jobs and Family Services.

Brenda has also been instrumental in helping to represent OSSWA at school board meetings in other areas of the state to help prevent the cutting of school social work positions.  She has been available when needed both physically and/or by returning a thoughtful email to help assist others on the importance of having a school social worker in the public schools.

    
￼￼Friend of School Social Work Award Winner
Kara Pennington, LISW-S
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kara Penniman, LISW-S has over 15 years of experience providing clinical social work services to individuals, families, and groups.  She was Program Director for Ophelia’s Place in Oregon and received the 2013 Oregon Counseling Associations Human Rights Award for outstanding commitment in the areas of human rights and the advancement of human dignity.  This was due to the youth-led advisory council that she facilitated, which focused on ending oppression of girls in area schools.  In 2012 Kara was featured as the Emerald Weekly’s Happening Person.  Kara is a member of the National Association of Social Workers, NASW-Ohio Chapter, University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work and since her return to Ohio she has become a member of OSSWA.  In addition to her commitment to the profession, Kara frequently contributes to the field through professional presentations as well as has extensive and diverse program management and evaluation experience.    Since 2003 Kara has provided field instruction for 10 Social Work MSW students in school settings.  Ms. Penniman’s contribution to school social work has extended beyond Ohio but also Oregon and Texas where she coordinated and delivered school social work services in 8 school districts.
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