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How to Create a 21st Century Community Learning Center

 Proposal in Competitive Times: A Two-Part Training

The 21st Century Community Learning Center (21st CCLC) program is the only federal funding source dedicated exclusively to afterschool programs.  The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) administers 21st CCLC funding and awards grants to school districts, ESCs, charter schools, non-profit and for-profit organizations, city and county entities, libraries and institutions of higher education for afterschool and summer programs.  ODE will be issuing a request for applications (RFA) in January 2012 (more information about the RFA and 21st CCLC at http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=5&ContentID=42827&Content=114267).  

The Ohio Afterschool Network (OAN) and the Afterschool Initiative (ASI), both programs of the Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Association (OCCRRA), are hosting two trainings to help districts, schools, ESCs and community organizations to determine if they should apply and, if so, information for developing a strong program and proposal plan.

Registration information:

Go to http://www.ohioafterschoolnetwork.org/calendar.cfm to register.  Cost is $25 per person and includes lunch and materials.  Credit cards, purchase orders and checks will be accepted.  For more information contact Liz Nusken, lnusken@occrra.org or 614-310-1388.

Training Information:

Session One: January 25 at Delaware County Board of Developmental Disabilities, 7991 Columbus Pike, Lewis Center

This session will provide background information on 21st CCLC funding and how it is administered in Ohio, and cover data-driven decision making, assessing organization and staff capacity, collaboration (a key element of community learning centers), identifying resources, and developing program objectives.

Target Audience: ESC and district superintendents, treasurers, grant managers and executive directors of community-based organizations.

Session Two: February 22, Location TBD

This session will go into greater detail on 21st CCLC program elements. Topics include using scientifically-based research and materials, program evaluation and continuous improvement, and how programs can support learning initiatives (such as credit flexibility, health and wellness and workforce readiness), collaboration and budgeting.  Presenters include leaders of highly-successful 21st CCLC programs, who will share their strategies and provide assistance to attendees during small group work time.

Target Audience:  Teams of personnel responsible for grant writing, planning and operating 21st Century Community Learning Centers, if funded.
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